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North Carolina Human Trafficking Commission

CREATION OF THE COMMISSION:

• Created in 2012 by the NC General Assembly as a temporary commission housed with the NC 

Department of  Justice

• Reformed in 2013 as a permanent commission with specified appointments

• Operated without funding until 2017 when a position was hired through grant funding 

• Relocated to the NC Administrative Office of  the Courts in 2018

• Appropriated $250k recurring operating funds in Nov. 2021
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North Carolina Human Trafficking Commission

STATUTORY CHARGES

1. To receive funding on behalf  of  the State to examine and combat human trafficking;

2. To commission, fund, and facilitate quantitative and qualitative research and to create 

measurement, assessment, and accountability mechanisms;

3. To inform and educate law enforcement personnel, social services providers, and the general 

public;

4. To suggest – and provide assistance and review – with new policies, procedures, or 

legislation;

5. To develop regional response teams; and

6. To identify gaps in law enforcement or service provision and recommend solutions.

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143A-55.10 (2013)
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Human Trafficking Commission - Members
Appointed by the Governor:

Maggie Brewer, Chair of  the NC HTC, NC Department of  

Corrections, Chief  Deputy Secretary, Department of  Public Safety 

Designee 

Kindl Detar, NC DOJ, Department of  Justice Designee

Jennifer Haigwood, Department of  Labor, Commissioner of  Labor’s 

Designee

Dr. Corinna Myers, Family Physician, Atrium Health Cabarrus 

Family Medicine, Health Care Representative Designee

Appointed by the Senate:

William M. Nichols, Ret. Major NC State Highway Patrol, County 

Sheriff ’s Department Designee

LT. Jordan Reese, Gaston County Police Department, City or Town 

Police Designee

Caitlin Ryland, Legal Aid of  North Carolina, Legal Aid of  North 

Carolina Designee

Caitlin Brooks, Attorney, Public at Large Designee

Appointed by the Speaker:

The NC Coalition Against Human Trafficking, N.C. Coalition Against 

Human Trafficking Designee

Tina Pennington, Beloved Haven Executive Director, Faith-Based or 

Benefits Organization Designee

William R. West, Jr., Cumberland County District Attorney, District 

Attorney Designee

Deana Joy, N.C. Child Advocacy Centers, Public at Large Designee

Judicial Branch Seats:

Judge Amanda Wilson, N.C. Association of  District Court Judges, 

Chief  Judge for District Court 21 Designee

Judge Claire Hill, Superior Court Judge 14, NC Conference of  

Superior Court Judges Designee 

Amy Auth, Director of  Legislative Affairs, NC Administrative Office 

of  the Courts Designee
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North Carolina Human Trafficking Commission

ASHLEY TAUSCHER – COURT MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST 

– VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN GRANT PROGRAM 

– HUMAN TRAFFICKING TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IMPLEMENTED 

THROUGH THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

– RENEWED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2025

KEY SUCCESSES OF THIS POSITION: 
– TRAININGS CONDUCTED ACROSS VARIOUS FIELDS AND DISCIPLINES 

– CONTRACTED WITH NIKI MILLER TO UPDATE THE HTC’S RESOURCE DIRECTORY 

– CONTRACTED WITH EXPERT LAW ENFORCEMENT PARTNER, RICK HOFFMAN 

– DEVELOPS MATERIALS REQUESTED BY PROFESSIONALS (NC DPI IS MOST RECENT)

– FACILITATE AND ASSIST WITH ADDITIONAL STATEWIDE 

 EFFORTS, PROJECTS AND TRAININGS 
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Training and Technical Assistance

• Conduct training

• Provide Technical Assistance to Agencies

• Develops Materials Requested by Professionals

• Edits and Reviews Materials

• Case consultation with professionals, as needed

• Held statewide conferences, as funding was available

• Resource Library with materials, videos, etc. 

6

Human Trafficking Commission



Interdiction for the Protection of  Children Training
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• Nov. 2023 IPC Training in Wake County 

• April IPC Training in Johnston County 

• June IPC Training in Robeson County

• September IPC Training in Vance-Granville County

• Upcoming December IPC Training 

September 3-4th IPC Training; Vance-Granville Community College. 

Photo Courtesy of Ashley Tauscher, NC HTC, 9/4/2024. 
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North Carolina Housing and Finance Agency

Human Trafficking Commission

2025 Supportive Housing Safe (SH-Safe) Program
• Funding for 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations the acquisition, rehabilitation, and/or new 

construction of  developments serving victims and survivors of  human trafficking

• Applicants must currently serve survivors/victims of  human trafficking, domestic violence, 

or sexual assault. SH-Safe eligible properties must serve adults or children that are 

victims/survivors of  human trafficking. 

• The SH-Safe Guidelines and Instructions, Project Description and Site Visit request form, 

and additional application information can be found on the agency website. 

• If  you have questions or would like to meet with supportive housing staff  to discuss a 

potential project, please contact SHDevelopment@nchfa.com

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nchfa.com%2Frental-housing-partners%2Fsupportive-housing-developers%2Fsupportive-housing-safe-sh-safe-program&data=05%7C02%7Cashley.l.tauscher%40nccourts.org%7C0246cabdec8442625d8308dce49300bf%7C40b599628165480ba3de46df6e278235%7C1%7C0%7C638636567244561500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7U2qgiuOi9Te%2BYWV4a8DqCvKc9Cj1288R3rMcKoINDw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:SHDevelopment@nchfa.com


An Initial Focus

9

Human Trafficking Commission



MANDATORY HOTLINE POSTING

• Job centers

• Transportation stations, rest areas, and 

welcome centers

• Emergency rooms/emergency departments

• Establishments permitted by ABC 

Commission

• Adult establishments

• “Public nuisance” establishments
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North Carolina Resource Directory
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Standards for Direct Service Providers

KEY SECTIONS:

• Foundational Standards

• Specialized Standards, by Service

– 24/7 Hotline

– Crisis / Emergency Response

– Case Management / Victim 

Advocacy

– Survivor Peer Support

– Shelter Housing 

• More Specialized Service 

Standards to come in the next 

revision!
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Mandatory Reporting Toolkit

UNC School of Government & 

NC Human Trafficking 

Commission 

Mandatory Reporting Toolkit
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Public Awareness Campaigns and Activities
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Public Awareness Campaigns and Activities
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Carolina Cinemas 

Collaboration, May 2024
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Human Trafficking Commission Grants
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The North Carolina Human Trafficking Commission (HTC) was designated under SB 105 in the 

2021-2023 biennium budget to award and administer funds to organizations within the state that 

serve victims and survivors of  human trafficking. The HTC activated an Appropriation Committee 

for the purposes of  overseeing the grant program development and process. View the original text 

from pages 356-363 of  the State Budget.

HTC Appropriation Committee:
The Appropriation Committee held their initial meeting on Monday, January 24, and on February 7. 

Minutes and slides presented at the meetings can be found under the Commission's meetings and 

minutes.

Human Trafficking Commission

https://stagingweb.nccourts.gov/commissions/human-trafficking-commission/human-trafficking-commission-meetings-and-minutes
https://stagingweb.nccourts.gov/commissions/human-trafficking-commission/human-trafficking-commission-meetings-and-minutes


Human Trafficking Commission Grants (Nov. 2021)
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• Section 16.20 (A): Grants for Nonprofit Organizations Providing Services to Victims of   

         Human Trafficking

• Section 16.20 (B): Grants to Develop, Strengthen, or Expand Human Trafficking Victim  

         Service Programs

• Section 16.21: Competitive Grants for Nonprofit Organizations Providing Services to  

   Victims of  Human Trafficking

• Section 16.22: Facility Improvement Grants for Organizations that Provide Services to  

   Victims of  Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

• Section 16.23: Economic Assistance Funds for Organizations that Provide Services to  

   Victims of  Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

Over 250 grant agreements have been issued to obligate these funds!
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Public Commission Meetings
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Committee meetings are open to the public virtually and 

public notice will be posted on the HTC website prior, as 

well as on the N.C. Secretary of  State public meetings 

calendar.

• Upcoming meetings: October 24th, 2024, and 

December 12, 2024. 

Human Trafficking Commission

https://stagingweb.nccourts.gov/commissions/human-trafficking-commission/human-trafficking-commission-meetings-and-minutes
https://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/calendar/Search
https://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/calendar/Search
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Projects

Human Trafficking Commission

• NC DOL Hotel & Lodging Training 

• NC DHHS Child Welfare Training

• Development of  a grants management system

• Applying for GCC grant renewal to maintain the Courts Management Specialist

• National, Regional, and State representation and networking

• HTC looks forward to working with the new NCCAHT liaison over the next 2 years!



   

Ashley Tauscher 

Court Management Specialist 

Ashley.L.Tauscher@nccourts.org

 

mailto:Ashley.L.Tauscher@nccourts.org
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